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United Kingdom:
First-Tier Tribunal (Tax Chamber)
Upper Tribunal
(Tax and Chancery Chamber)

Judge Greg Sinfield (President)
Judge Christopher McNall
IAT) Cambridge 2019
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UK Taxation

Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs (HMRC)
2005 merger of Inland Revenue & Customs and Excise
¢30.3m Income Tax taxpayers

— ‘Pay as You Earn’ (employed) = deduct at source
— ‘Self-Assessed’ (self-employed) = pay following return

¢1.5m Corporation Tax taxpayers (annual returns)




F-tT Jurisdiction 1

One ‘Chamber’ in First-tier Tribunal of 6 Chambers e.g.
Immigration/Asylum/ Social Security / Mental Health.

Deal with disputes between HMRC (taxes) / Director of
Border Revenue (some duties) and taxpayers

Not a superior court of record
No common law / ‘inherent’ jurisdiction

Jurisdiction entirely statutory
— Tribunals Courts and Enforcement Act 2007
— Various tax statutes (e.g. Taxes Management Acts and VAT

Acts; annual Finance Acts (‘the Budget’)

Ft-T Jurisdiction 2

All direct and indirect UK-wide taxes except Council Tax
All UK-wide duties except Vehicle Excise Duty (‘tax disc’)
All penalties relating to taxes and duties (e.g. civil duty evasion penalties)

Also MP’s expenses (v small part)

No jurisdiction over:

Interest
HMRC’s operation of its discretionary ‘Care and Management Powers’
HMRC's application of its ‘Litigation and Settlement Strategy’

Judicial review, e.g. allegation that HMRC's decision is irrational, or
that the taxpayer had a legitimate expectation that a particular
decision would be taken (claims of that kind lie to the High Court)
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Taxation — the UK, and its (four) parts
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Whole of UK (Eng, Scot, Wales, NI) for UK-wide taxes
Not Channel Islands (Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, Alderney)
Tax Tribunal for Scotland for devolved Scottish taxes (e.g. Scottish Income
Tax)
FtT for devolved Welsh taxes (e.g. Landfill tax) (no Welsh Tax Tribunal)
No devolved taxes in Northern Ireland (because no Assembly)
Isle of Man (special case)

FtT : Some Facts and Figures

e Led by a full-time President

e 8salaried (full-time) Judges (c£110,000 pa gross)

* 52 Part-time (fee-paid) Judges (c£500 per day gross)
e 60 lay members (c£285 per day) e.g. Accountants

* Judges recruited through open competitions by Judicial
Appointments Commission

* Barrister/Solicitor/Legal Executive — 7 years standing
e Other relevant experience (e.g. accountant)
* Appointed till the age of 70

* Permanent judges in London (4); Manchester (2);
Birmingham (2). None in Scotland, Wales or NI.

e Sitin about 40 other towns and cities across UK
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